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House of Representatives
The House met at 10 a.m. and was

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HEFLEY).

f

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 4, 1999.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOEL
HEFLEY to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Reverend James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

We are grateful, O God, for the many
blessings that have come from Your
hand, and we begin this day with ap-
preciation for the gift of friendship.
With our families and with our col-
leagues, there can be that kind of rela-
tionship that transcends all the divi-
sions of position or responsibility, that
surmounts the differences that sepa-
rate people from each other. For
friends who support us when the day is
done, we offer our praise. For friends
who encourage us when we are discour-
aged, we offer thanks. For friends who
forgive when we miss the mark and for
friends who stand near us when we are
alone, we offer these words of gratitude
and thanksgiving. This is our earnest
prayer. Amen.

f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the

gentleman from Oregon (Mr. WU) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WU led the Pledge of Allegiance
as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair wishes to announce that the one-
minutes will be limited to 15 on each
side.
f

REMOVING SOCIAL SECURITY
EARNINGS TEST

(Mr. KUYKENDALL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KUYKENDALL. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to urge Members’ support of
a piece of legislation that will be intro-
duced shortly in the House. That legis-
lation is called the Senior Citizens’
Freedom to Work Act of 1999 and it re-
moves the earnings limitations that
now exist in our Social Security laws.
For 1999, this limit penalizes retirees
with above $9,600 in earnings. For ex-
ample, if the Social Security recipient
is under the age of 65 and they earn
$20,000, they would lose $5,200 from
their Social Security benefit. It is a
little better if you are age 65 to 69.
Then you would only lose about $3,500
in your Social Security benefits.

This restriction on outside earnings
dates back to the original Social Secu-
rity law. In 1935, unemployment in the
United States exceeded 25 percent, net
new business investment was a nega-
tive $55 billion, and national wages had
declined from $50 billion in 1929 to $30
billion.

In this environment, it made sense to pro-
vide a disincentive to an older generation of
workers to remain in the work force. The gov-
ernment would take care of this older genera-
tion by ensuring a level of financial support we
now call a social insurance system. In turn,
new positions for younger workers were cre-
ated, giving them the wherewithal to become
financially independent from government as-
sistance. Taxes from these workers would be-
come the mechanism to fund the benefits pay-
ments to the retirees.

Sixty-five years later, it is time to revisit the
premise underlying this penalty. With record
low unemployment rates, the annual earnings
limit is an outdated disincentive that we cannot
afford to keep. We need the expertise and
wisdom that these workers can provide, but
we make it punitive to compensate them for
this value. It is time we change this provision
of the Social Security Act. The Senior Citizens
Freedom to Work Act of 1999 does exactly
that and addresses one of the most unfair pro-
visions of all, the penalty for working. I urge all
of my colleagues to join me in supporting this
important, and long overdue, piece of legisla-
tion.

f

SCHOOL MODERNIZATION

(Mr. WU asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak
in favor of school modernization. In
communities like Astoria in Oregon,
there are elementary schools with only
one electrical plug in each classroom.
No new elementary schools have been
built there since 1927. This is simply
not an adequate 21st century learning
environment.

In my congressional district, commu-
nities like Astoria and McMinnville
need the resources to modernize school
buildings and provide schools with up-
to-date technological tools. In other
rapidly growing communities such as
Beaverton and Hillsboro, schools are
suffering from that growth. There,
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